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SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION APRIL 25: TENSION SUBSIDES WITH 
PRESIDENTIAL SIGNATURE YESTERDAY 

REF: BEIRUT 3666 (DTG 241 145Z APR 76) 

1 . "NOTICEABLE IMPROVEMENT ON THE GROUND YESTERDAY." 
THAT HEADLINE IN BEIRUT NEWSPAPER TODAY SUMS UP 
THE SECURITY SITUATION OF LAST 24 HOURS. SECURITY 
WAS GOOD ENOUGH TO PERMIT PASSAGE OF GASOLINE FROM 
WEST TO EAST BEIRUT IN EXCHANGE FOR FLOUR THAT HAD 
GONE THE OTHER WAY EARLIER. (SEE REFTEL AND PREVIOUS.) 
HOWEVER, AS NEWSPAPERS TODAY ARE QUICK TO ADD. 

SMALL ARMS FIRE HAS BROKEN THE CALM IN VARIOUS 
TRADITIONAL HOT SPOTS OF THE CITY FROM TIME TO TIME. 
ARTILLERY DUELS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST BEIRUT HAVE 
LIKEWISE OCCURRED, BUT FAR BELOW THE SCALE OF PREVIOUS 
DAYS. SAIZA AND A REACTIONIST PALESTINIAN GROUP 

HAD A BRIEF DUST-UP LAST EVENING AT BOURI EL BURAJNEH 
REFUGEE CAMP IN THE CAPITAL S OUTSKIRTS. 

2. THE BATTLE AROUND AMYOUN IN NORTH LEBANON REPORTEDLY 
FLARED UP AGAIN YESTERDAY, AND, SINCE NEITHER SIDE 

AS YET SEEMS DISPOSED TO QUIT, MAY DO SO AGAIN. 

ZAHLE EXPERIENCED ANOTHER EXCHANGE OF ARTILLERY FIRE. 

3. FRANGIE'S SIGNATURE OF CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
SHORTLY BEFORE NOON YESTERDAY (BEIRUT 3668, NOTAL) 
UNDOUBTEDLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE GENERAL RELAXATION 
OF TENSION IN THE CAPITAL. POLITICAL LEADERS ACROSS 
BROAD SPECTRUM HAVE WELCOMED THIS MOVE. APART 
FROM POSITIVE IMPACT ON SECURITY, WE EXPECT THAT MAIN 
EFFECT OF AMENDMENT'S ENACTMENT WILL BE TO USHER IN 
MORE ACTIVE PHASE OF PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, WHICH 
HAS BEEN MORE OR LESS IN IDLING GEAR WHILE EVERYONE 
AWAITED PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE. PARLIAMENTARY LEADERS 
WILL PROBABLY LOBBY MORE INTENSIVELY NOW THAT WAY IS 
CLEARED FOR SESSION TO ELECT PRESIDENT. 

4. IT IS UP TO SPEAKER ASSAAD TO CHOOSE DATE FOR 
THE PARLIAMENTARY SESSION. THERE IS GENERAL BELIEF 
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IT WILL BE HELD LATTER HALF OF THIS WEEK, POSSIBLY 
SATURDAY MAY 1. THIS REMAINS SPECULATION AT THIS STAGE, 
HOWEVER. SPEAKER MUST ALSO CONSULT WITH VARIOUS 
MILITIA AND ARMY LEADERS ABOUT SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR SESSION. THE PRIVATELY-OWNED VILLA ON THE 
CHRISTIAN-MOSLEM "GREEN LINE" WHERE PARLIAMENT MET 
APRIL 10 TO VOTE FOR AMENDMENT WILL PROBABLY BE SCENE 
OF PRESIDENTIAL VOTE. 
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